KESTREL
LAND TRUST

January 23, 2014

David Ziomek

Assistant Town Manager/

Director of Conservation & Development
Town of Amherst

4 Boltwood Avenue, Amherst, MA 01002

Dear Dave,

Kestrel Land Trust is pleased to support the effort to conserve the Saul property with the Town of
Ambherst to create a new Fort River Farm Conservation Area. The Kestrel Board of Trustees has
committed to pre-acquiring the land from the landowner, Mr. Saul, and to temporarily owning the
land until the Town can purchase it from Kestrel using a state LAND grant and CPA funds by June,
302014,

Kestrel is most interested in conserving this land because:

= it contains land classified as Biomap 2 Core Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape, or
Priority Habitat for Rare and Endangered Species;

» it is in close proximity to critical water resources, including the Fort River, a medium-yield
aquifer, and several vernal pools; and

» the land is adjacent to permanently protected active farmland.

In addition to supporting the conservation of this land, Kestrel recognizes the value of the Town’s
vision to integrate public community gardens, passive recreational opportunities, and agricultural
education and support, all close to the village center. Through the service of our current AmeriCorps
MassLIFT Community Engagement Coordinator, Kestrel plans to assist the efforts of the Town and
Grow Food Ambherst to create an “outdoor learning center” and community gardens on this land. We
look forward to partnering with the Town and community volunteers to help make this vision a
reality.

Sincerely,

Kristin DeBoer
Executive Director

PO Box 1016 * Amherst » MA « 01004 « Office: 233 North Pleasant St. « Suite 42
Phone: 413-549-1097 « Fax: 413-549-2700 » www kestreltrust.org * info@kestreltrust.org
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December 5, 2013 %5/
TO: David Ziomek, Assistant Town Manager

FROM: John M. Gerber, Co-facilitator of Grow Food Amherst

On behalf of Grow Food Amherst, [ am writing this letter in support of the Town

acquiring the Saul property located in the East Amherst Village Center. As a group we
believe that Town purchase and ownership of this parcel will provide agricultural
opportunities that are different from those that exist on other Conservation parcels that

will ultimately enable Grow Food Amherst to more easily facilitate its mission.

The mission of Grow Food Amherst is... ;
...to create a resilient community by actively engaging residents to support
creative endeavors for growing healthy and affordable food locally, including
public places and neighborhoods, and by encouraging more sustainable
agriculture and permaculture projects in the Amherst, MA area.

We support the creation of a “Sharing Garden” that could be utilized for growing food for
community members in need, education and public programming and are prepared to
take a leadership role in overseeing this segment of the parcel by creating a subcommittee
of members and soliciting and organizing community volunteers. Due to the accessible
nature of this parcel via public transportation, we believe that it will provide an
opportunity for community involvement that extends throughout the Town of Amherst.

It is our sincere hope that the Community Preservation Act Committee will fully support
this effort and allocate the reéquested funding in support of the land purchase. On behalf
of Grown Food Amherst, we look forward to participating in upcoming discussions of .
this opportunity.
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Freshwater Mussels and the Connecticut River Watershed
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Figure 4. (a) Number of species in
major tributaries of the Connecticut
River. A major tributary has a drainage
area that exceeds 30 square miles.
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portions of the Connecticut River
mainstem. See Table 3 (page 19) for
numeric data.
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